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Background 
MHP/Propane Gas 
System Inspection 

Program



What new rules have the 
bureaucrats come up with now!? 

 The rules now being enforced are not 
new - --- in fact, they have  been in 
effect since 1970

 The CPUC obtained jurisdiction of 
master-metered natural gas in 
1990’s and propane in 1995. 



What does the CPUC require 
from MHP/Propane operators?

Operate and Maintain a safe system
Maintain a  written Operation, Maintenance and 

Emergency Plan (OM&E Plan or sometimes O&M 
Plan)

Perform Timely Leak Surveys
Annually Monitor Corrosion within the System 
Atmospheric Corrosion
External Corrosion

Timely filing of Annual Reports
 Compliance with CPUC directives



Written Operating, Maintenance, 
& Emergency Plan (OM&E)

 Examples of items that must be 
addressed within the OM&E Plan will 
be covered later.

 Essentially the OM&E requires that 
you put down in writing the common 
sense that you already may be using to 
operate and maintain your gas 
distribution  system.



Overview of what the OM&E 
Plan should be able to do

 Convey to anyone, unfamiliar with your system, 
how your system is operated and maintained.

 Where various items such as shut-off valves, main 
line regulators, and cathodic protection facilities 
are located. 

 Who does the operation and maintenance 
activities and at what intervals are these activities 
performed.



Timely Leak Surveys

 The Leak Survey is different from a “sniff” test.

 The Leak Survey must be conducted in a manner, 
and with equipment sensitive enough, to locate 
leaks.

 Depending on the age of the system and/or other 
factors, the Leak Survey must be conducted at 
least once every 1, 3, or 5 years (system and 
DIMP related). 



Monitoring Corrosion

It should be noted that all metallic pipes, 
even when protected, do corrode.

Atmospheric Corrosion
Moderate surface rust
Severe wall loss

External Corrosion
Isolated Pitting
Active Corrosion (Continuing corrosion , which, unless controlled, 

could result in a condition that is detrimental to public safety)



Timely filing of Annual Reports


 

Annual Reports mailed, 
usually at the same time of 
the year the HCD permits 
must be renewed, to the 
Owner/Operator (not to 
the park).


 

The Owner/Operator is 
ultimately responsible for 
the timely response and 
the correctness of the 
report.  


 

Electronic filing being 
explored by GSRB.



Gas System Inspection Report


 

O&M Plan within 
compliance and being 
followed?


 

O&M Plan reviewed 
annually? 


 

Is Cathodic Protection 
needed?


 

If Cathodic Protection is 
installed, is it being 
monitored and 
maintained? 



Compliance with CPUC 
Directives


 

Have a representative available to meet with the inspector 
when notified of an inspection (the GSRB provides at least 
a two week notice to the mailing address on file).


 

After the inspection, and within 30 days, provide a 
response detailing progress being made, along with 
expected completion dates, to address the non-compliances 
noted by the inspector.


 

Correct all non-compliances and keep the inspector 
updated on possible delays.

Do not ever provide falsified information to 
the CPUC or its staff



Most Common Types of Natural Gas 
Violations (Since Program Inception)



Most Common Types of Propane Violations 
(Since Program Inception)



GSRB conducts annual seminars 
where the goal is to…


 

Encourage open, two-way, communication of information 
during the seminar and beyond;


 

Help you become more informed about matters related to 
the operation and maintenance of your gas distribution 
systems;


 

Clarify what the CPUC requires from MHP/Propane 
system operators.



Always remember…

There is no such 
thing as a dumb 

question--so, 
please ask 
questions.
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